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difference who smokes it, or the form, or the brand, it always stinks ... A slang phrase of youth today is "It stinks" for anything they don't approve. Tobacco can soon he placed in this realm ii proper leadership is given. When the idea, "It Stinks," is thoroughly associated with tobacco ... a big part of the battle will hate been won.
The first presidency of the church, its ruling body, sounded this note on alcohol in October, 1942:
Over the earth, and it seems, particularly in America, the demon drink is in control. Drunken with strong drink [sic] men have lost their reason; their counsel has been destroyed; their judgment and vision are fled; they reel forward to destruction.
As to coffee, I have lunched with Mormons and non-Mormons at the same table; the Mormons simply turned their cups down when coffee was being served. I was told that some believers, very heterodox,1 sometimes put a drop or two of coffee in a cup of hot water, and thus compromise with faith, but I never saw this happen.
There is a perfectly good historical and theological reason for Mormon abstinences. The prophet Joseph Smith, founder of the sect, believed that the use of drugs shortened life. And Mormons, who are astonishingly long-lived anyway, want to keep on living just as long as possible; moreover when they enter the life after ''death" (Mormons don't "die"), they spend eternity in the same body they wore on earth. Thus, it is simple prudence to take care of it. As I heard it irreverently put, the analogy might be that of a man who knows that he is going to have only one automobile all his life, to say nothing of a million years in the hereafter. If he has sense he will keep that automobile well oiled and greased and will watch it carefully for defects and avoid abusing it
Mormons seldom call themselves Mormons; the phrase Latter Day Saints is much more common. Sometimes this may be shortened to the initials; I Mve heard a Gentile ask of someone, "Is he LIXS or not?" Mormons and Gentiles mix with perfect freedom in business affairs, and to an extent socially. Intermarriage is still comparatively rare, but a Mormon boy may freely "go with" a Gentile girl, or vice versa. I have heard Utah people say, "Some of my best friends are Mormons," almost as uncultivated people in New York might say, "Sonic of my best friends are Jews." (Incidentally Jews in Utah, being non-Mormon, are theoretically subject to classification as Gentiles, which gave rise to the well-known remark that "Utah is the only place in the world where Jews are Gentiles.")
1 There arc plenty of backsliding- Mormons, those born in the church but who nowadays take a drink or do not worship. These are called Jack-Mormons. Non-Mormons are known as "Gentiles."